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Abstract. The present paper draws its frame of reference from the play Translations of 
the Irish playwright Brian Friel, which takes place in the Irish countryside in 1833 and was 
originally staged in 1980 in North Ireland, celebrating the establishment of the Field 
Company, which was co-founded by the writer. It focuses on the presentation of the 
informal educational institution of Hedge Schools, which was very popular in colonized 
Ireland during the eighteenth and a large part of the nineteenth century. Additionally it 
attempts to examine the issues of language and identity, based on the way they are 
insinuated and signified in the theatrical text. 
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