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Abstract. Sea power, defined as the articulation of the geographic importance of Greece 
from the naval perspective and the capabilities of her navy during the Venizelos 
Administrations between 1911 and 1932, constitutes the subject of this article. It starts 
with an examination of the way by which the Cretan statesman utilized for Greece the 
strategic advantages that the Greek seas and light fleet could confer to the Great Powers. 
The theoretical validity of the force structure of the Greek Navy during his Administrations 
is examined then and the financial and political constraints that compromised the material 
quality of the Greek war-fleet are also shown. It is finally pointed out that the considerable 
development of Greek naval organization, education and training made up for the 
contemporary, suboptimal force structure of the Greek Navy. This development was 
largely due to the work of the British naval missions to Greece between 1911 and 1932. 
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