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Abstract. This article focuses on the geographic importance of the country from the naval 
perspective, the capabilities of its navy and the implications they had for the security and 
continuity of Hellenism. It is shown that the difficult terrain of the Greek peninsula, its 
barren soil and the polynesia that surrounds it, account for the early orientation of 
Hellenism to the sea and the difficulty of effective hostile invasion and long occupation of 
Greek territories without the assistance of major, naval forces. Examples are also given of 
effective Greek sea power from ancient times to the present (e.g. Salamis, Byzantium, the 
Greek Revolution of 1821, the Balkan Wars), sea power that often helped the Greeks to 
avoid enslavement and extinction. It is finally shown that the geopolitical importance of the 
Greek peninsula and its war-fleets was significant, whenever the roads of international 
trade (classical and Hellenistic antiquity, Byzantium, late 18th century till today) or the 
spheres of influence of rival coalitions (e.g. World Wars, the Cold War) went through the 
Greek seas The opposite was valid whenever trade routes centered on overland highways 
(Roman period) or the oceans (from the age of discovery that started in 1492 to the British 
conquest of India at the end of the 18th century). 
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